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At the end of the term the writer received a statement from each teacher in the 
system stating the number of pupils who had been thus promoted to her room and the 
number who were promoted again. In all, 54 pupils were promoted April 11. Of 
this number, 46 were promoted again at the end of the year [p. 37]. 

What this survey has done in a town of 2,500 population could be repeated 
with profit in many small school systems throughout the country. 



Nature and function of play. — In the educational literature of today we 
often find such expressions as " the broadening scope of the field of education, " 
" the wider use of the school plant, " or " the school as a social center." These 
phrases seem to indicate the tendency of turning over to the public schools 
all such work, more especially social problems, which cannot be conveniently 
accomplished by other agencies. The schools have accepted the additional 
task with good grace; but, though they have done some good work, there is 
still much to be desired in a fuller understanding of the history, development, 
and theory of our social activities. Therefore it is with a feeling of satisfaction 
that one finds a book giving briefly the theory and historical development of 
many of our extra-curricular activities through their various stages and transi- 
tions to the present time. This is the achievement of Mr. Rainwater.' 

The author sets the origin of the play movement in the sand gardens of 
Boston in 1885. In the sections dealing with the "stages" and the "transi- 
tions" he makes his chief contribution. Stages are determined by the chief 
activities of the play centers for the period and derive their name from these. 
They are seven in number and range from the original "sand garden" stage to 
the "community service" stage of the present time. A stage is "a state of 
progress in a process at a given time," but a transition is "a modification of 
the method of procedure." Transitions, then, deal with a t}rpe of change which 
affects the people who are reached by the movement and the method of dealing 
with the movement rather than with its principal activity. They are nine in 
number and can best be illustrated by naming a few. Some of them are 
"from provision for little children to that for all ages of people," "from 
facilities operated during the suimuer only to those maintained throughout 
the year," and "from individualistic interest to community activities." 
From an analysis of the stages and transitions the trend seems to be toward 
an integration and institutionalization of the movement. 

The book should be valuable as a brief reference for the general reader, as a 
textbook for those preparing to work in this line of social activity, and as a 
real contribution to educational literature. It collects in a single voltmie 
much of the material needed by a teacher to understand the many social 
innovations asking admission into the schools today. 

Ernst E. Wellemeyer 
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